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WAR  Chi?  ES  -  SANDAKAN  AREA. 


Statement  taken  down  by  and  duririg  interrogation  by  Squadron 
Leader  KG.  ES.CLALL  (252031)  hAAF. 


On  a  Joint  statement  made  by  CHEN  KAY,  CHIN  KIN  and  LO  TONG 
who  reside  near  the  15s  mile  post,  SANDAKAN,  the  accused  is  - 

Sergeant  KOSOTANI  Nao.11  • 

Attached  statement  was  read  to  the  accused  being  translated 
by  the  Interpreter  T/4  H,  TAKANIShI,  United  States  Army. 

STATEIXNT  -  I  an  Sergeant  HOSOTANI  Naoji  of  the  Japanese  Imperial 
Army.  I  admit  to  having  shot  two  soldiers  at  the  rear  of  the 
house  of  CHIN  KIN  at  the  15i  mile  post  or  thereabouts.  The 
men  were  wearing  Australian  hats  but  their  clothes  wore  torn 
and  I  could  not  recognise  then  either  as  English  or  Australian 
soldiers. 

The  Alliod  soldiers  were  being  marched  to  API  (JESSELTON). 
They  were  being  marched  in  groups  of  thirty.  I  do  not  know 
how  many  there  were  altogether .  The  men  who  I  shot  had 
apparently  been  in  the  roar  party  who  wore  sick .  I  think  that 
was  because  they  were  in  the  rear  party. 

Corporal  KAYAYAJ  A  of  0KIIIU1.A  Unit  was  in  charge  of  the 
last  group  which  was  composed  of  sick  prisoners.  At  the  time 
of  the  march  I  was  living  at  15^  mile  post  because  I  was  sick 
with  malaria.  I  think  the  march  took  place  about  the  middle 
of  June.  As  Corporal  KAYAYAIIA  came  past  the  15-5  mile  post  I 
spoke  to  him.  Corporal  KATAYAJA  said  to  me  that  if  there  were 
any  stragglers  I  was  to  shoot  then.  I  wes  sleeping  at  the 
time  the  Japanese  soldiers  cone  by  with  the  Allied  soldiers. 

I  heard  shots  but  did  not  get  up  because  I  was  sick  from  malaria. 
CiiEN  TEN  CHOI  and  another  man  came  to  my  house  the  next  day  and 
reported  that  some  Allied  soldiers  had  been  shot.  I  cane  out 
of  the  house  and  saw  Corporal  KATAYAIA  who  told  me  that  if  there 
were  any  Alliod  soldiers  remaining  behind  that  I  was  to  kill 
them  as  he  was  going  on.  I  then  made  an  investigation  and 
found  seven  (7)  war  prisoners  dead.  They  had  apparently  been 
killed  by  KAlAYAiA's  men.  I  ordered  the  natives  to  bury  the 
bodies  of  the  prisoners  which  they  did.  After  I  wont  back  to 
my  hut,  on  the  way  I  saw  two  prisoners.  They  were  sitting  down 
because  they  had  beri  beri.  1  then  wont  into  the  house  and 
borrowed  YATLH's  gun.  YATEN  is  a  Kalay  police  boy  who  was 
living  with  me.  I  then  went  and  shot  the  two  soldiers  in  the 
head.  I  only  shot  the  prisoners  because  Corporal  KATAYAl.A 
told  me  to.  I  was  too  sick  to  bury  the  bodies  so  I  asked 
Cl-iEN  KAY  to  bury  the  bodies. 
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I  did  not  know  about  another  prisoner  being  shot  until 
NAKAO,  civilian  employee  interpreter  of  the  KEMFEI  TAI  unit, 
told  me  shortly  afterwards  that  he  had  shot  a  prisoner  at  17 
mile  post.  The  shooting  by  NAKAO  took  place  the  same  day  as 
I  shot  the  two  prisoners. 


Question  by  S/Ldr*  EIRCHALL  -  HOSOTANI,  are  you  sure  that  you 
saw  seven  prisoners  who  v/erc  shot  at  the  rear  of  CLIN  Kiri's 
house . 


Answer  by  HOSOTANI  -  Yes,  there  were  seven. 

Quosticn  by  S/Ldr.  EILCKALL  -  HOSOTANI,  have  you  ever  seen 
eny  Japanese  guards  shooting  other  prisoners. 

Answer  by  HOSOTANI  -  I  did  not  shoot  any  othor  prisoners  but 
I  was  told  that  on  one  occasion  when  Allied  soldiers  were  bein£ 
taken  in  a  truck  they  wore  pushed  off  the  truck  at  15  mile 
post  and  shot  as  they  lay  on  the  ground.  The  guards  who  shot 
then  were  from  OKUliULA  Unit.  They  shot  them  because  they 
could  not  v/alk  to  l.ANAU  and  therefore  they  eliminated  them. 

Question  by  S/Ldr.  EIRCHALL  -  HOSOTANI,  who  was  the  soldier 
who  told  you  of  the  shooting. 

Answer  by  hOSOTANI  -  I  cannot  recall  the  soldier  who  told  me 
as  I  only  came  to  SANDAKAN  in  March  1945 ,  and  I  was  new  to  the 
area.  I  only  heard  the  conversation  in  a  general  way.  I  think 
the  soldiers  who  were  discussing  it  were  from  OTSUKI  unit. 

Question  by  S/Ldr.  EILCKALL  -  HOSOTANI,  apart  from  Allied 
prisoners  have  ,  you  ever  shot  any  Chinese  or  Lalays  in  this 
area. 


Answer  by  HOSOTANI  -  Yes,  I  have.  I  killed  five  Chinese  only; 
they  included  I  SUI  CHONu  and  TAN  FAK  AN.  I  do  not  know  the 
names  o;  the  other  three  because  Sergeant  I.ajor  KOi^O  and 
Sergeant  Uajer  TAKAZAWA  had  investigated  the  cases  of  the 
three  whose  names  I  do  not  know.  Capt.  NAKATA,OC  SANDAKAN 
KELIFLI  IAI , ordered  me  to  shoot  the  five  Chinese  because  he 
said  they  had  been  collaborating  with  TERENE3  GUELILLA  GROUF 
who  v.’o.-o  operating  between  the  islands  around  SANDAKAN  HARBOUR, 
The;.  riven  the  Guerillas  money  to  buy  food  and  supplies 
ant  si.c  se  were  gettin?  information  from  then  concerning 
Jap-"  ■■‘ic.  dispositions.  I  shot  I  Sul  CHONG  and  TAN  PAK  Ah'  on 
27th  V  ry  1945.  The  othor  throe  that  wore  investigated  by  KGNO 
and  'I  n/G»ZAV/A  were  handed  over  to  me  and  I  shot  them  about  the 
middle  of  June  1945 .  I  shot  the  first  two  Chinese  near  the 
l£  mile  post  in  the  rubber  plantation. 
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Question  by  S/Ldr.  FlhChALL  •  HOSOTANI,  do  you  wish  to  ask  any 
questions  from  any  of  the  witnesses. 

Answer  ly  accused  -  ho. 

% 

(Sfd.)  HCSOTAi.I  liaoli. 

( Sgd . )  I.G.  r IhCHALL 

Squadron  Jjosdcr  C J.AAI ") 

(Sgd  . )  T.  TAKEriAbhl. 

T/4  United  States  Arr.y. 

SAKDAKAT.  October  25th  19*5. 

Certified  true  copy. 

(Sgd.)  T.  liOhUANE. 
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^  WAR  ChILES.  -  SAWDAKAN  AKEA. 

Statement  taken  down  by  and  during  interrogation  by  Squadron 
Leader  KG.  EU.CliALL  (25 2031)  hAAK 


On  a  Joint  statement  rude  by  CHE1.  KAY,  CHIN  KIN  and  LO  TOKG 
who  reside  near  the  15t>  mile  post,  SAhDAkAi. ,  the  accused  is  - 

Sce.rgeaut  KOSOTANI  raojl- .zJSEliLEJ-lAI • 

Attached  statement  was  read  to  the  accused  being  translated 
by  the  Interpreter  T/4  H.  TAKANIShI,  United  States  Arry. 

STATELENT  -  I  or  Sergeant  hOSOTANI  haoji  of  the  Japanese  Imperial 
Army.  I  admit  to  having  shot  two  soldiers  at  the  reor  of  the 
house  of  CHIN  KIN  at  the  15%  mile  post  or  thereabouts.  The 
men  were  wearing  Australian  hats  but  their  clothes  were  torn 
and  I  could  not  recognise  then  either  as  English  or  Australian 
sold iers . 

The  Allied  soldiers  wore  being  marched  to  API  (JESSELTON). 
They  were  being  marched  in  groups  of  thirty.  I  do  not  know 
how  many  there  were  altogether.  The  men  who  I  shot  had 
apparently  been  in  the  rear  party  who  wore  sick.  I  think  that 
was  because  they  were  in  the  rear  party. 

Corporal  KAYAYAKA  of  OKIIiUl.A  Unit  was  in  charge  of  the 
last  group  which  was  composed  of  sick  prisoners.  At  the  time 
of  the  march  I  was  living  at  15l-  mile  post  because  I  was  sick 
with  malaria.  I  think  the  march  took  place  about  tho  middle 
of  June.  As  Corporal  KAYAYAJIA  camo  past  the  15%  mile  post  I 
spoko  to  him.  Corporal  KATAYA1.A  said  to  me  that  if  there  were 
any  stragglers  I  was  to  shoot  them.  I  was  sleeping  at  the 
time  the  Japanese  soldiers  came  by  with  the  Allied  soldiers. 

I  heard  shots  but  did  not  get  up  because  I  was  sick  from  malaria. 
ChEN  TEN  CHOI  and  another  man  came  to  my  house  the  next  day  and 
reported  that  some  Allied  soldiers  had  been  shot.  I  cane  out 
of  the  house  and  saw  Corporal  KATAYAM  who  told  me  that  if  there 
were  any  Allied  soldiers  remaining  behind  that  I  was  to  kill 
them  as  he  was  going  on.  I  then  made  an  investigation  and 
found  seven  (7)  war  prisoners  dead.  They  had  apparently  been 
killed  by  KATAYAi-A!  s  men.  I  ordered  the  natives  to  bury  the 
bodies  of  the  prisoners  which  they  did.  After  I  wont  back  to 
my  hut,  on  tho  way  I  saw  two  prisoners.  They  were  sitting  down 
because  they  had  beri  beri.  I  then  went  into  the  house  and 
borrowed  YATLN’s  gun.  YATEW  is  a  Kalay  police  boy  who  was 
living  with  me.  i  then  went  and  shot  the  two  soldiers  in  the 
head.  I  only  shot  the  prisoners  because  Corporal  KATAYALA 
told  me  to.  I  was  too  sick  to  bury  the  bodies  so  1  asked 
CHEN  KAY  to  bury  the  bodies. 
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I  did  not  know  about  anotherprlsonorbclngabotuntn 
NAKAO.  civilian  enployee  interpreter  of  the  KEilPEI  TA1  unit, 
told  ne  shortly  afterwards  that  he  had  shot  a  prisoner  at  7 
lilt  post.  Tho  shooting  by  HAKAO  took  place  the  sane  day  as 
I  shot  the  two  prisoners. 

Question  by  S/ldr.  ElhCHALL  -  K080TANI,  .re  you  a^e  tha^you 
saw  seven  prisoners  who  were  shot  at  tno  rear  of  ChIN  mi 
house . 

Answer  by  HOSOTANI  -  Yes,  there  were  seven. 

Question  by  S/Ldr.  ElhCHALL  -  HOSOTANI,  have  you  ever  seen 
eny  Japanese  guards  shooting  other  prisoners. 

Answer  by  HOSOTANI  -  I  did  not  shoot  any  c*hor  prisoners  but 
I  was  told  that  on  one  occasion  when  Allied  soldiers  were  i 

taken  in  a  truck  they  wore  pushed  off  the  truck  at  15  £ilc 
rest  and  shot  as  they  lay  oh  the  ground.  The  guards  who  shot 
then  wero  fron  OKUUUHA  Unit.  They  shot  then  because  they 
could  not  walk  to  1  AMU  and  therefore  they  eliminated  then. 

Question  by  S/Ldr.  BIHCIiALL  -  HOSOTANI,  who  was  the  soldier 
who  told  you  of  the  shooting . 

Answer  bv  hOSOTAhl  -  I  cannot  recall  the  soldier  who  tol£ 
as  1  only  canc  to  SAhDAhAN  in  Kerch  1945>  end  I  was  new  to  the 
area .  I  only  heard  the  conversation  in  a  general  way .  I  tnink 
the  soldiers  who  were  discussing  it  were  fron  OTSUhl  unit. 

Ouestion  by  S/Ldr.  BILCHALL  -  HOSOTANI,  apart  fron  Allied 
prisoners  have  ,  you  ever  shot  any  Chinese  or  Lalays  in 

area. 

,  uncfiTAMT  Yns  I  have.  I  killed  five  Chinese  only, 
thcyein^lud°d  I  SUl'cHOi:i  and  TAM  FAK  AM.  I  do  not  know  tho 
nares  c;  the  other  three  because  Sergeant  i.ajor  KCmO  and 
Sergeant  Kajcr  TAKAZAWA  had  investigated  the  cases^f  tho^ 
fhror  whose  names  I  do  not  know.  Capt.  NAKA1A,0C  SjAMUJUlah 
miFEI  ?Al!ordcred  re  to  shoot  five  Chlncso^ccauso  ho 

^"IsSnSs^rS  Kl  HAKEOHH. 

Ih  rtoiJ  SM  S  |no 

h  '  J  yAWA  wore  handed  over  to  ne  and  I  shot  then  about  the 
®?ddle  "of  Jmo  W45  I  Shot  the  first  two  Chinese  near  the 

l'J  mile  post  in  the  rubber  plantation. 
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Question  by  S/Ldr.  PlhCHALL  •  HOSOTANI, 
questions  from  any  of  the  witnesses. 


do  you  wish  to  ask  any 


Answer  ly  accused  -  No. 


{SeC.)  EOSOTAhl  haoji . 

(Sgd.)  I.G.  rihCHALL 

Squadron  Leader  U.AAF) 

( Sgd  . )  l'.  TAKEN ASK I. 

T/4  United  State 3  Arr.y, 

SANDAKAK .  October  25th  1945. 

Certified  true  copy. 

(S;:d.)  T.  i.OhllANE. 

Lt .Cel . 
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